
Town Hall Meetings – Nice concept, but it isn’t working – Chris Fellin 

The idea of 12 town hall meetings to inform and seek input from residents sounds appealing, but in reality it isn’t 

working based on my experience at East Hills last week.  I believe this board and administration will use the “feedback” 

from these town hall meetings as basis for driving their pre-determined plans: a) May bond proposal, b) $78M project, 

and c) $67M bond (by using $11M funds on hand).  They may even put two proposals on the ballot: 1) $70M for school 

and 2) $8M athletic upgrade. Why my pessimism? 

1. There are around 32,000 registered voters in this school district.  In the meeting at East hills there were 39 people 

in the room, but only 11 were actually there for information (possibly fewer).   

2. There were more people in the room from the board and administration than people who were undecided. 

3. The presentation is clearly biased toward a May election, a standard practice used by schools and local 

governmental bodies which will benefit from small voter turnouts. 

4. Almost every small breakout session had either a board member or an administrator “selling” the bond proposal 

and May election timing. 

5. Anyone in the room can fill out their survey (and as many as they wish as well).  The survey follows on page 2 & 3. 

   6    Board Members 

   1    BHEA Union President 

   6    BHSD Administrators or teachers 

   1    Facilitator 

   1    Reporter 

   1    Berkley board member 

   4    Hard NO voters 

   8    Hard YES voters 

 11    Undecided’s 

 39    Total 

 

So bottom line, be informed and Vote on May 8 or get your absentee ballots 
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